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Section 12

Last words

One participant identified three social and political domains where change was needed, and where the voices and positions
of transgender people need to be heard:

| hope it [the TranZnation survey] has some influence on the lawmakers, the medical world and the general
population. (TN10)

At the same time, another thought that the survey itself had been too oriented towards the medical:

i perceive my own and others’ gender diversity through a post-modern lens and i found this survey to be quite
medical model oriented. i would like to see more affirmation of gender diversity using queer theory to create spaces
for people to explore and express their gender identity, practice and desire/fantasy without having to engage in the
medical discourse. (TN101)

The common response to completing the survey appeared positive. As an example, this participant positioned research as
one of the ways of fostering recognition of transgender people and their life issues.

i think it [the TranZnation survey] is a positive step to help the transgender community get some of the issues we
face in to the public forum and hopefully some respect from the wider community as a whole in our quest to live a
complete life in our respective gender roles. (TN110)

Even if research outcomes are seen as positive, completing the TranZnation survey may have incurred some emotional cost.

Once again | have had to confront my issues............... I'll stop crying soon. | sincerely hope that this helps make
someone else’s gender journey easier. (TN170)

... Remembering some (even minor) events can be quite emotional - experiences of harassment, threats etc.
Completing the survey has, in itself, been a challenging experience. (TN176)

Here are two slightly ambivalent responses:

| was reluctant upon reading the goals of the organisation [Australian Research Centre in Sex, Health and Society]
conducting this survey. TG folk do not have any more to do with sexual disease than the “general” community

- probably less as it is difficult finding partners. That aside, | felt it was an opportunity to participate in the gathering
of knowledge to the betterment of future people with Gender issues. | thank you for that opportunity. The “recap”
was healthy. (TN178)

[The TranZnation survey] seems to dwell on the negative a bit, like the whole tranny thing is a traumatic ordeal.
Mostly for me it's been fun and my friends and people i work with think it's cool and the idea of it being a problem
doesn’t come into it. (TN199)

This note of friendliness and fun continues in the final Last Word, which captures the forward looking and friendly tone which
often shone through in this study:

I love to talk about how things have changed, with me and the general attitude of “the public”. Imagine getting on
a train & going to the city shopping 20 or more years ago. The cops would be called and probably beat you up. |
hope attitudes continue to improve. (TN195)
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